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Quei riformisti senza voce.
Di Claudio Rinaldi, L’espresso, 23 novembre 2006.

A- Analisi linguistica (6 punti) : rispondere direttamente su questo foglio.

1) Inserire i verbi tra parentesi al modo e ai tempi opportuni (I-infinitivo) ... e completare con pronomi, articoli,
preposizioni o preposizioni articolate (1) ... .

Ha scritto sul “Corriere della sera” Giovanni Sartori, rivolgendosi (1) ...... Romano Prodi : “Il tuo errore di
fondo, quasi (2) ..... sempre, € il tuo bertinottismo”. Era il 27 ottobre. (I-avere) .........ccc........ ragione il politologo ? Si,
come si & visto subito dopo. Quando ha riunito la sua litigiosa maggioranza, il 28, il premier ha sentenziato che “la
nostra bussola non puo che essere il programma” : esattamente cio che voleva sentirsi dire la sinistra radicale, madre di
molte (3) ..... proposte affastellate dall’Unione nelle 281 pagine del suo libro dei sogni. Quando alcuni sottosegretari di
quell’area si sono uniti a un corteo dei Cobas contro la precarieta, il 4 novembre, Prodi & corso a difenderli (4) .....
critiche negando, assurdamente, che i manifestanti ce I’avessero con lui. Intanto, la sua manovra finanziaria manteneva
la fisionomia cara a Fausto Bertinotti & C. : piu tasse, mancette sparse, pochi tagli della spesa pubblica, soldi a volonta
per i contratti (5) ..... statali, nessuna riforma strutturale nella previdenza e nella sanita.

Sartori, dunque, (I1-cogliere) .......ccceevueae un fenomeno reale, che (6) ...... solo spiega perché un governo
appena nato sembra gia mezzo morto. Se su Prodi si € abbattuto “un calo di fiducia mai visto”, come (lll-osservare)
...................... a fine ottobre il sondaggista Nando Pagnoncelli, & stato proprio per la sua eccessiva dipendenza dalle
fissazioni della sinistra pura e dura. (7) ...... premier, tuttavia, qualche attenuante va riconosciuta. E impensabile che egli
apprezzi le arcaiche ricette di neocomunisti e Verdi : piu intervento pubblico nell’economia, mercato del lavoro piu
rigido, regolarizzazione di tutti i precari, pensioni facili e generose, porte spalancate (8) ..... immigrati di ogni
provenienza, ritiro unilaterale dei militari dall’Afghanistan ... No, quello del Professore & anzitutto un bertinottismo di
necessita. Nel senso che nessun governo dell’Unione, in questa legislatura, puo reggersi senza il sostegno quotidiano (9)
..... estrema sinistra : tutta, fino (10) ..... ultimo parlamentare.

Le elezioni del 9-10 aprile, infatti, hanno prodotto due ineludibili risultati : primo, il centrosinistra ha vinto per
un soffio ; secondo, (11) ..... centrosinistra I’ala riformista € andata male. Il flop dei Ds e della Margherita, soprattutto al
Senato, (IV-lasciare) ......ccccceoeevenenne. Prodi in balia dei capricci bertinottiani. Il premier ha cercato di ammansire
Rifondazione regalando al suo capo la presidenza della Camera, ma si illudeva. Il miracolato di Montecitorio non si &
limitato a pontificare come gli piace. Si € trasformato in un Ghino di Tacco rosso, risoluto a far valere pressoché sempre
il potere di veto del suo partito. L’ obiettivo di fondo, (12) ..... sincerita raggelante, I’ha indicato il 5 novembre il suo
pupillo Franco Giordano : “Andare con piu decisione verso un modello sociale alternativo”, in nome (13) ..... una
presunta “grande tensione anticapitalista”.

Ma davvero la forza del vecchiume sinistrese costituisce (14) ..... attenuante per Prodi ? Certo, il leader di una
coalizione, se tale ¢, deve riuscire a condurre gli alleati dove (V-volere) .........ccccoevvenee lui ; e (15) ..... questo punto di
vista il Professore mostra gravi limiti, sia politici sia caratteriali. Diffidente com’&, a suo agio soltanto fra i fedelissimi,
non possiede né il carisma del trascinatore né I’'umilta del mediatore paziente. Quando ¢ in difficolta tende a prendersela
con la gente, per esempio esclamando che “siamo in un paese impazzito” (11 novembre). Parla da Grande Incompreso,
da uomo paurosamente solo. Ma la sua goffagine di comunicatore non pud far dimenticare che la solitudine non ¢
soltanto una scelta sua. Ci0 che caratterizza il governo dell’Unione, oggi, € anche la latitanza delle componenti che alla
sinistra radicale dovrebbero fare da contraltare. Mentre i massimalisti (V1-Sapere) .........ccccceevvevenae confezionare slogan
scemi ma incisivi, tipo “Anche i ricchi piangano”, i riformisti sono senza voce. In Parlamento rappresentano i quattro
quinti del centro sinistra, eppure contano poco : non si ha notizia di una battaglia che abbiano combattuta e vinta. Non
sono capaci di dare alla legge Finanziaria un’impronta di modernita riformatrice. Peggio : spesso (VII-inseguire)
............................ il bertinottismo sul terreno della demagogia pseudoegualitaria. Chi se non Rutelli, ministro dei Beni
culturali, (VIlI-difendere) .........ccoceeveninnen. la pazza idea di un’imposta di soggiorno nelle citta (16) ...... carico (17) ......
turisti ? E che dire della riforma previdenziale, prima evocata da Prodi nella prospettiva di un inalzamento (18) ...... eta
pensionabile e poi ridotta, nelle parole del ministro Cesare Damiano, a espediente per consentire ai lavoratori di ritirarsi
anche prima dei 60 anni ?

Ds e Margherita si vantavano di costituire il timone riformista dell’Unione. Ma il loro Partito democratico,
un’intuizione felice, sta naufragando in un penoso bla bla di burocrazie decotte, con i Cofferato e i Veltroni relegati nel
ruolo (19) ..... spettatori delusi. E la loro azione di governo é totalmente inefficace. | rari guazzi di riformismo (IX-
SPEGNETSI) vvvvverrereirerieenn, nella palude (20) ...... dispettucci reciproci, dove Rutelli e Pierluigi Bersani si disputavano la
competenza sulle liberalizzazioni futuribili. Morale della favola, anzi dell’incubo : Prodi & quello che ¢, I'imbranamento
fatto premier, ma adesso tocca anche ai big dell’Ulivo darsi una mossa. Prima che un altro Sartori li (X-accusare)
..................... di bertinottismo preterintenzionale.

2) Dare i participi passati dei verbi seguenti :



CONAUITE > .o
trasporre > .......cococvevrrvnrennne
Mettere > .....oooovvvveeiinrenas
FVOIQersi > ...occoovveviieieecee
aCCOrgersi > .....ccoovvvrenereeeene
leggere > ..o

3) Riscrivere le frasi seguenti senza cambiarne il senso e rispettando I’inizio dato :
e Diventa difficile governare.

PENSO CHE .ttt ettt s
e E una bella giornata, vado al mare.

e  Se vuoi venire, ti aspetto.
S UOMANT ettt ettt b e bbb bbb et e b e e e b e Rt Rt bt e b e beebenbenbe e

B- Tradurre in italiano (2 punti)

Le nouveau gouvernement va avoir des problémes dus a la nature de la coalition de centre gauche.

C- Comprensione (6 punti).

1) Conoscenza della politica italiana (/3).

1) Qual’¢ il partito di Bertinotti ?



4) Chi sono i Ds ? (83)

I1) Spiegare cosa intende il giornalista quando scrive (/3) :
(20/30 parole +_ 10 %, indicarne il numero).

7) “il libro dei sogni” (81)



D- Tema (6 punti).
(300 parole + 10 %, indicarne il numero)

Quali sono i limiti di una democrazia parlamentare e qual’é la situazione del governo italiano oggi ?



m
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SUJET IEP - ESPAGNOL

[N.B. : Apres avoir pris connaissance attentivement du texte et du questionnement, vous
écrirez directement sur cette feuille vos reponses aux différents parties du sujet. Ce sujet

comporte 8 pages.]

Las victimas

Una vez més, como ocurri6 el sabado, las victimas del terrorismo de ETA y muchas otras personas que
las acompafian, han tomado la calle para protestar [...] contra la politica antiterrorista del Gobierno, contra una
actitud que engloba el «proceso», la «salvacion» de una parte de la lzquierda Abertzale, el empefio por evitar
problemas con ETA 0 con su «entorno», la creacion de condiciones que den lugar, otra vez (por decirlo eufe-
misticamente), a una «solucion dialogada». Son ya muchas las manifestaciones y concentraciones publicas, y con
una asistencia mas que significativa, como para que el Gobierno no constate un problema que, en vez de sortear”,
deberia solucionar.

Las victimas de ETA, a lo largo de estos tremendos afios de terrorismo, han recorrido un trecho que
merece la pena resefiar. Durante mucho tiempo fueron olvidadas, ocultadas, y su silencio atormentado se convir-
tio, desgraciadamente, en una segunda muerte afiadida a los asesinatos de la banda. El modo en que soportaron
esta doble tragedia tiene que ver, me parece, con el acomplejado ambiente social que Espafia ha vivido muchos
afios ante el terror. No esta de més recordar que Primo Levi, al preguntarse por el modo en que se padecia en los
campos de concentracion, reflexionaba sobre una degradacion de los parametros morales, fruto de la continuada
violencia, que terminaba llevando a una reaccion mas pasiva de la que se habria dado en circunstancias
normales.

Quiza nosotros no hemos reflexionado lo suficiente sobre tanto complejo y pusilanimidad ante el
chantaje nacionalista y sus manifestaciones terroristas. [...]. Hay que tener en cuenta que, desde las elecciones de
1977, hubo que esperar a la reforma de la Ley de Partidos y a la consiguiente ilegalizacion de Batasuna para que
los dos grandes partidos trabajaran juntos sin la condicién previa de intentar [...] el pacto con los nacionalistas.
Se modificé temporalmente el paradigma y se olvido el examen de conciencia sobre lo que habia ocurrido.

Puede que a ello se deba la fragilidad del cambio, al menos en buena parte de la izquierda. Por ello, las
victimas del terrorismo, apartadas antes, visibles después, pero siempre como acompafantes fieles, han
terminado por representar publicamente un malestar que no puede dejarse, otra vez, de lado.

[...]. Las victimas del terrorismo no tienen razon por el hecho de ser victimas, no saben mas que
nosotros, no quedan santificadas a perpetuidad, no sustituyen la democracia. Pero si representan una verdad que
ni el Gobierno ni la sociedad espafiola pueden olvidar. Son victimas, con vidas dispares, ideas distintas y
recorriendo senderos muchas veces contradictorios, porque hay verdugos®. [..]. No estaban en guerra, no
deseaban imponer nada, son inocentes que querian vivir en libertad.

Esta es su verdad y, desde luego, es una verdad imponente. Y con ineludibles consecuencias. Lo que
debemos a las victimas -nosotros y el Gobierno, de manera especial y especifica- no tiene su fundamento en una
sintonia® personal con ellas, ni en gustos similares o ideas politicas parecidas. [...].

En primer lugar, les debemos el reconocimiento y el homenaje
de su inocencia, es decir, el caracter de simbolo de una ciuda-
dania plural que ha sido y sigue siendo agredida por el
terrorismo totalitario. El reconocimiento implica, naturalmente,
el calor y la solidaridad con los que sufren. En segundo
término, les debemos -y nos debemos- el reconocimiento,

Y sortear = éviter
2 verdugos = bourreaux
% sintonfa = armonia.



insisto, de su verdad: que ese sufrimiento es porque hay
verdugos, no por una desgracia natural o un imperativo
histérico. Y, en tercer término, les debemos -y tAmbién a noso-
tros- el compromiso por buscar la justicia, algo que a menudo
puede asustar y que, seguramente, es lo que se quiso evitar
apartandolas o se quiere evitar ahora convirtiéndolas,
vergonzosamente, en un obstaculo parala «paz». [...].

Si el Gobierno, empefiado en el desprestigio de las victimas de ETA, abonado a subrayar las posibles
contradicciones fruto de su espanto, no repara en que no es posible una politica antiterrorista contra ellas, todo
terminara desmoronandose. Porque las opciones, mas alla de la retdrica, solo son dos: o se esta con ellas o se esta
con los verdugos.

German Yanke, ABC, 26/02/2007

PARTE 1

[N.B. : Outre le souci de la qualité et de la correction de la langue espagnole exigé, nous
attendons du candidat, pour chacune des questions de compréhension, une réponse preécise,

bien construite, argumentée a I’aide d’exemples précis choisis dans le texte. Nous



apprécierons également des exemples personnels. Ces critéres seront pris en considération

dans la notation]

A- COMPRENSION

1) ¢Por qué actualmente las victimas y muchas otras personas toman la calle ?

2) En el tercer parrafo, German Yanke evoca el « complejo» y la « pusilanimidad ».
Apoyandote en el texto, explica a qué se deben estas dos reacciones de la sociedad

espafiola.



3) ¢Por qué las victimas de ETA constituyen un obstaculo para la sociedad y el gobierno ?

4) ¢Qué les deben la sociedad espafiola y el gobierno a las victimas del terrorismo vasco ?

PARTE 2

A- Competencias linguisticas

1) Vocabulaire : buscar en el texto la traduccién de las palabras siguientes

a) lls ont pris la rue = b) une partie de =

c) au lieu de = d) malheureusement =



e) Iillégalisation = f) est devenu =

g) c’est pourquoi = h) honteusement =

2) Accentuation : subrayar la silaba acentuada o escribir el acento (cuando es el caso)

a) terrorismo b) personas c) protestar d) manifestacion e) verdad f) temporalmente g) ocurrio h) inutil

3) Version

. « No esta de mas recordar que Primo Levi, al
preguntarse por el modo en que se padecia en los
campos de concentracion, reflexionaba sobre una
degradacidon de los parametros morales, fruto de la
continuada violencia, que terminaba llevando a una

reaccion mas pasiva de la que se habria dado en
circunstancias normales » =

. « Hay que tener en cuenta que, desde las elecciones
de 1977, hubo que esperar alareformade la Ley de los
Partidos y a la consiguiente ilegalizacion de Batasuna

para que los dos grandes partidos trabajaran juntos

[...].»=



4) Emploi des modes et des temps

. « Son ya muchas las manifestaciones y concentraciones publicas [...] como para que el Gobierno no

constate un problema que, en vez de sortear, deberia solucionar »

a- para que est suivi de quel temps ? Donne I’infinitif du verbe employé dans la

phrase =

b- Transforme la phrase au passé-simple =

c- Donne un synonyme de « en vez de » =

d- «deberia » est au conditionnel. Propose deux structures espagnoles exprimant

I’hypothése et reformule la fin de la phrase proposée =

. «[...] que terminaba llevando a una reaccién mas pasiva ». Remplace la structure soulignée par une

autre équivalente =

5) Conocimientos culturales

a- ¢Quién es el actual jefe del gobierno espafiol ? =

b- German Yanke evoca la fecha de 1977. ;A qué periodo de la historia de

Espafia se refiere ? =



c-¢QuéesE.T.A.?=

d- German Yanke hace referencia a los dos grandes partidos politicos de la Espafa

actual. ¢Cuales son ? =

PARTE 3 : EXPRESION LIBRE

[N.B. : Le candidat traite I’un des deux sujets d’actualité au choix en une quinzaine de lignes maximum ou 200

mots environ et veillera a développer sa réflexion de fagon argumentée, dans une langue riche, claire et précise.]

Tema 1: « La banda terrorista E.T.A. ha anunciado que dara por finalizado a las 0.00 horas del 6 de junio [de
2007] el «alto el fuego permanente », segin un comunicado remitido a los diarios Berria y Gara. En él
argumenta su decisién sefialando que actualmente « no se dan las condiciones minimas para seguir con un
proceso de negociacion » y acusa al Ejecutivo de dar « pseudosoluciones ». ETA hizo efectiva la tregua el 24 de
marzo de 2006 tras un anuncio 48 horas antes. Nueve meses mas tarde, perpetro el atentado mortal en la T-4 del
aeropuerto madrilefio de Barajas causando dos victimas mortales, punto en el cual el Gobierno dio terminado el
proceso. »

(Extracto sacado de EImundo.es, 05/06/2007)

Tema 2: «El presidente de Colombia, Alvaro Uribe, revel6 que liberé al guerrillero Rodrigo Granda,
considerado « canciller » de las Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC), a peticion del
presidente de Francia, Nicolas Sarkozy, en un esfuerzo por conseguir que ese grupo deje libres a los
secuestrados, entre ellos a la ex candidata presidencial colombiana Ingrid Betancourt, que también tiene
nacionalidad francesa. »

(Extracto sacado de EImundo.es, 05/06/2007)
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Compétence linguistigue (7 poinis)

1. Ajouter A ou An devant les mots suivants

------ euphemism oo ...RAF pilot ... 18" century house |....... hotel

...... hourly dose ceeen.. uniform ...... heiress  Utterance
...... MP ......onemanshow |...... UFO ....... Europcan
""" SOS RRETREIS A1 verees. ORRON

2. Mettre les verbes aux temps et formes qui conviennent.
Yard plan to halve size of wildlife crime unit angers campaigners

Hugh Muiyr
Thursday May 24, 2007
CGuardian

Scotland Yard (1 to be) on a collision course with conservation groups and the mayor of London
yesterday over plans to scale back its proneering wildlife ¢rime unit. Senior officers warn that
staffing in the world-renowned unit (2 to reduce) in September unless an outside organisalion
agrees to supplement its budget.

Although it (3 to be) only four-strong, the tcam (4 to have) an enviable record in (racing
smugglers and the sellers of goods involving endangered species. Tt (5 to seize) more than 30,000
cndangered speeics products over the last decade, including items made from tigers, rhinos,
bears, elephants, reptiles, and musk deer. But under the proposals, the Yard wants to axc two
ctvilian staff 1t "outside” money (6 1w find)

‘The proposals (7 already to meel) stff resistance. Yesterday two possible contributors, the World
Wide Fund for Nature and the International Fund for Animal Welfare - both ol which (8 10 work)
closely with the unit - said they (9 not to provide) the necessary finance because they (10 to
consider) the fight against wildlife crime should be taxpayer-funded.,

P 2 3
A Sl O/
Tl O O
PO/

—




3. Ré-écrire les phrases suivantes, sans en changer le sens, a Paide de I'amoree proposée.

1.As soon as the police olficer lell, the neighbours started shouting again

No sooner

2. The guests didi’t finally leave until after midnight.

3. Why didn’t you tell me vou were 1117

You

5. We didn’t realise how serious the situation was.

Little

6 . Everyday, it’s the same routine job.

Day 1n

7. Brenda 15 a star because ea famous director saw her act in a school play.
If a famouws
&. I regret not buying some tickets for the concert.

Fwish




9. Everyone believed that the house had been sold.

‘The house

10. This will be the team’s first match outside I'ngland.

This will be the first time

4. Compléter chague espace avec le mot vu Pexpression qui convient parmi les réponscs
proposées (A, B, C ou D) ¢n entourant Ia réponse appropriée.

What can the average Briton do to create a home environment which is green and friendly ?
Well, (1)..... bear in mind that (2) ...... half the average home’s energy bill is spent on heating
rooms, but (3} ..... a typical house loses nearly half its heat through the walls and roof. So (4)
...... number one is to ensure that your house 1s adequalely insulated, Get advice (5) ... double
glazing and loft insulation. The next most important point to consider is (6) ..... ol waste .
Packaging and wrapping is an obvious (7} ...... . Iry to use econorny size boxes and re-usc
containers (8) ........ glass jars and plastic cartons instead of wrapping food in foil or plastic,
Take bottles to bottle-banks and only shop in supermarkets that use ¢environmenl-[riendly
packaging. (9) ...... people are simply refusing o buy goods packed in wasteful plastic. The
garden too is an area where waste can be recycled. Start a compost heap using old food scraps
and garden weeds (10} ...... putting them m the dustbin. And it is surprising (11) ...... can be
done with some other things we usually throw away. For examplc try papering your bedroom
with ptetures from magazines.

The third problem area is (12) ..... water. This is becoming a more and more precious
commodily. {13) ..... save as much as you can. Flushing the toilet accounts for a third of all
household water use, so don’t flush wastefully, if you're only getting rid of a tissue for example.
Take a shower instead of a bath and don’t keep the water running while you wash or clean your
teeth. And don’t use a hosepipe to wash your car or water the garden, (14) .... banned in some

arcas (15) ..... when there are water shortages. Try putting some in a bucket instead.

1/ A the first point B one could hardly C first of all D what is to
2/ A the B over C one and the D in

3/ A similarly B at thc same tine C nevertheless I> besides
4/ A the B all of C with this D point

5/ A from B for C with D about

6/ A that B instead C in spite D still

71 A one B example C task P advantage

D




8 A with

9/ A More and more
10/ A belore

11/ A what

12/ A thus

13/ A as

14/ A Itis

15/ A inany case

B

as
All

despite

the following
merely

S0

While

except

5. Traduire les expressions suivantes

1. Deux cents dollars :

-]

C

» such as

Increasing
if

it

use of
why
‘These are

ollen

v

o

or

The
instead of
this

again
which 1s fo
Even

merely

by a quelgque malliers d’annces :

3. Au cours des dix derniéres années :

NN

. Une guinzaine de jours :

5. Le troisiéme plus grand pays :




Compréhension (6 points)

1.Les affirmations ci-dessous suivent Pordre chronologique du texte. Déterminez si
chacune d’elle est VRAIE ou FAUSSE en justifiant votre réponse par une courte citation
tirée de Particle.

1. The gunmen responsible lor the katest tragedy commutted suicide.,

RIGHT/WRONG]

2. The US government has given the appropnate response to the tragedy.

RIGHT/WRONG|

3. America’s problem is due to its unique cuiture.

4. The number of gun-related deaths ts disproportionately higher in the US than anywhere else.

RIGHT/WRONG|

5. Altempts at refor have been curtailed by voeal supporters of the right (o carry guns.

IRIGH T/WRON(]

2. Proposcz un synenyme ou une courte définition des mots ou expressions ci-dessous en
tenant compte du contexte de ’article.

1. § 3 plenty of public hand-wringing:

N




2. § 3 calls to beel up sceurity:

3. § 4 those nursing a grudge:

4. § 5 onc man wiclding a semi-automatic rifle:

5. § 6 weapons which feature so prominently:

3. Explicitcz EN ANGLAIS les 3 éléments suivants extraits de ’article en vous servant de
votre connaissance de actualité (faits, dates, pays, référenccs politiques):

1.§ 5 well-financed lobbying by the National Rifle Association :

2. § 7 arguments about the Second Amendment;




3. §8 Such fundamentalism on guns is unreasonable:




Expression (7 points)

AU CHOIX
Sujet A

“Guns don’t kill people, people kill people” Discuss.
{NRA bumper sticker)

(You will write a well-documented 300-word essay (margin 1 /- 10%), making your point with
specific examples).

A rédiger sur la copie jointe.

Sujet BB

Comment on the following cartoon/

Chban Rean

wryretea, doxd

u . gy . . :‘ P

[ FOUND CIGARETTES INYOUR ROOM?
(You will write a well-documented 300-word essay (margin +/- 10%). making your pvint with
specific examples).

A rédiger sur la copic jointc,




Americd’s blind spot
Apr 22nd 1999
From The Economist print cdition

The once subject Americans scem reluctant (o address in the wake of yet another school
shooting is the one that matters most: gun control

MASKED men in strange unitorms moved methodicatly through the school, firing semi-automatic
weapons at students and teachers as they went. They showed no merey. When a student begged lor her
life, one of the gunmen laughed. Such horrible scenes have been repeated over and over again
recently. But this particular atrocity was occurring not in Kosovo, but in Colorado.

Mass-shootings in American schools are becoming a grotesque rite of spring. Last March four girls
and a teacher were shot o death and ten people wounded when two boys, 11 and 13, opened fire at
their school in Joncesboro, Arkansas. This week’s two teenage murderers easily surpassed that toll. The
tinal number killed at the high schoal in Littleton remains to be seen: 15 died on the spot, including
the two murderers who took their own lives, and many others are injured.

What is most bizarre about America’s spate of school shoolings—which have claimed 390 lives and
scores of wounded over the past 18 months—is not that they have occurred, but America’s reaction to
then. So far, the response to Littleton has been pretty much what it was last year to the Jonesboro
massacre: plenty of public hand-wringing about moral decay and media violence. As he did last ycar,
Bill Clinton has promised to fly in teams of “grief counsellors™ and has warned that there are plenty of
other potentially violent kids who are not being “rcached™. Inevitably, there have been further calls to
beef up security at schools.

But these are all side issues, which have nothing to do with what really distinguishes America from
other countries. Young people everywhere, like many of their elders, have violent fantasies. ‘Teaching
teenagers to curb their angry impuises is a challenge for every parent on the planet. If America is in
moral decline, then 50 is most of the rest of the world, which just as avidly consumes violent films and
rock videos. Mentally disturbed people anywhere can sometimes posc a threat to others. And all
schools, not just those i America, remain vufnerable to somconc looking lor innocent victims. But, of
all rich countries, only America makes it possible for teenage misfits, those nursing a grudge, the
insane or anyonc clse determined to cause mayhem to get their hands so easily on such a terrifying
array of weapons.

After a disgruntled Scout master killed 16 nursery pupils and their teacher at a school in Dunblane in
1996, Britain banned all handguns. After one man wielding a semi-automatic rifle murdered 35 people
in Tasmantia the month after Dunblane, Australia drastically tightened its gun laws. Such a response in
America seems inconceivable. Years of bitter debale about gun contrel have Jeft America with
tudicrously lax gun laws. Firearm violence which dwarfs the rate in other countries, and repeated
mass-shootings, have had little effect. Ferocious, well-financed lobbying by the National Rifle
Association (NRA) and other pro-gun groups has stymied efforts to introduce any but the mildest of
restrictions. In his response to Lit{lcion, Mr Clinton can almost be forgiven for not mentioning gun
control. Most Americans are weary of the subject.

And yet America stands little chance of avoiding more mass-shootings, or reducing its shocking level
of lethal violence, until it finds some way to agree on stricter gun laws. Quiright bans may not be on
the American agenda, but there should be some way to restrict the circulation of at least the aulomalic
and semi-automatic weapons which feature so prominently in massacres such as Littleton, and the
increasingly powerful handguns coming on to the market.

Machineguns for all?

There are signs of hope. Gun-control advocates have switched their attention from fruitless arguments
about the Second Amendment and personal choice, and arc concentraling instead on guns as a threat to
public health. Unfortunately, they have chosen the wrong way to present this argument—through
lawsnits against gun-makers. But deployed in the public arena and in legislatures, where the gun
debate belongs, such arguments might yet lower the political temperature far enough to produce
reasonable compromiscs.

Perhaps, against expectations, the tragedy at Littleton may also mark a turning-point. Fortuitously, the
NRA is scheduled o hold its annual convention next week in Denver, a few miles from the school
massacre. The sight of NRA activisis facing Littleton’s angry and grieving people to explain their
unrelenting opposition 1o gun contro! of any kind should make Americans pausc. Such
fundamentalism on guns is unreasonable, and has already taken too high a toll.
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